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E rnest Clifton Lee Sr., 74, of Panama City Beach, Fla., passed away Sunday, Aug.

30, 2009. A native of Memphis, TN, he graduated from Treadwell High School
in 1954. Mr. Lee was also a former Deacon of Highland Heights Presbyterian Church.

Ernest had been a resident of Panama City Beach since 1997. Though retired for

quite a while, he enjoyed the time he spent helping his sons in their popular club,
Sweet Dreams. He became affectionately known by the patrons and staff as “Big

Daddy.” Before moving to Panama City Beach, Ernest lived for some time in
Clarksdale, Miss., where he was a top salesman for Proctor & Gamble. During that

time, he served as a deacon and then as an elder at First Presbyterian Church. He also

spent several of his adult years in Beaumont, Texas, where he had an interest in and
managed several Sonic Drive-In restaurants. Wherever he lived, he quickly made

friends and always was known for his caring manner and sense of humor. Ernest was
preceded in death by his parents, Morris and Doris Lee; and two brothers, William

and Denton Lee, all of Memphis. He is survived by two sons, Ernest Lee Jr. and wife,

Rae, and James Kevin Lee and wife, Debbie; four grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren, sister, Sandra Lee Bishop; two brothers, Glen Howard and Walter

Thompson Lee; and many nieces and nephews who adored their “Uncle Ernie.” He
will be missed by his loving caregiver, Paula, and childhood friends, Gillie C. Lewis

and Herbert Young. The family will receive friend and family 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Friday, September 4, at Memorial Park Funeral Home. The funeral service will be

held 2:30 p.m. Saturday, September 5, also at Memorial Park Funeral Home.

Interment will be in Memorial Park Cemetery.
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Tribute Wall Ernest Clifton Lee, Sr.

DH Darcy Lee Howard posted:

Hello Lee family, I am a distant cousin of yours and have been researching our LEE family. I’m so

sorry to be late in finding your branch of the family. I would have enjoyed meeting your father, and

hope to have an opportunity to meet you someday.

September 11 at 7:26 PM

JW Jeane Whitnell posted:

I have such fond memories of Ernest from First Baptist Church in Beaumont. He was a big part of my

children’s lives, especially my son.My sincere sympathy to all of Ernest’s family and friends.

September 10 at 7:00 AM

RT Randall Tate posted:

My condolences to the family. I’m an old friend from First Babtist Church in Beaumont, Tx. Ernest

brought lightheartedness and laughter to our “singles” sunday school class as well as lots of picnic

supplies to our “outings”. We remember Ernest very fo

September 7 at 8:48 AM

BL Bill Landers posted:

Ernie was a good man..so sorry to hear of his passing. God bless all of you.

September 4 at 3:13 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ernest by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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